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Umuntu waseZulwini
nabantu abahle bakaNkulunkulu

- uIsaiah Shembe neBandla lamaNazaretha -

The Man of Heaven

and the Beautiful Ones of God
- Isaiah Shembe and the Nazareth Church –

Edited and translated by Liz Gunner(
“This book provides privileged insight into the spiritual heart of iBandla lamaNazaretha or the Nazareth Church and its visionary leader, Isaiah Shembe, an extraordinary man of immense spiritual power, who gained legendary status among his devoted followers.  Prefaced by a message from the present leader of the main branch of the Church, Bishop Vimbeni Shembe, and including an enlightening introduction by Liz Gunner, this three-part book makes available in English and in isiZulu invaluable source material, transcribed and translated from the original longhand books of the Church archives held at ekuPhakameni.  It offers in Isaiah Shembe’s own voice some of the founding tenets of the Nazareth Church and records the moving testimony of Meshack Hadebe, a 1920s believer, who relates how his family travelled from `the land of Mashoeshoe´ to ekuPhakameni, the holy place `in the land of Natal´.  Their journey in search of `the Prophet of Jehova´ is inspired by the appearance of an extraordinary star, similar to that which led the Three Wise men on their holy pilgrimage.  Also included is some of the beautiful sacred poetry which forms part of the Nazareth Church’s enduring hymnal.

The Man of Heaven is a unique resource that will appeal not just to Shembe followers but to all who have an interest in the complexities of African Christianity.  It is invaluable for the intimate access it offers into a fascinating spiritual tradition, and for the voice it gives to a grassroots community immensely powerful but seldom encountered in African literatures.
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