Perceptions and Attempts:

UKUBUYISANA  in Southern Africa Today(
Two incidents of violent conflict 
in the Vulindlela district of Pietermaritzburg 

between the early 1980s and the late 1990s:

1. The KwaShange massacre of September 25, 1987, 11 pm:
Twelve people, including three black policemen, were arrested in connection with the killings. In April 1988 two men, one a former policeman, were convicted of the 13 murders in the Natal Provincial Division of the Supreme Court in Durban. Mr. Justice N S Page said that there were extenuating factors in that the accused ‘had launched a pre-emptive raid on the youths’, whom they feared would attack. Their crimes, however, said the judge, remained acts of' appalling and merciless cruelty'.
The evidence showed that at about 11 pm on 25 September 1987 a group led by Mr. Nkosinathi Hlengwa, a policeman, attacked the house in which the youngsters were gathered. ‘The house was encircled by Hlengwa’s men and stones were thrown, breaking windows. Shots were fired and a door smashed in. When the youths tried to barricade the doorway a fire was started. More shots were fired into the house.' Those who sought to escape from the blazing house were struck down one by one. The screams of those that remained in the house ceased only when a gas-bottle exploded, ‘producing the final holocaust’. Five of the youths died from severe burns, six burn- and stab-wounds, one of pneumonia associated with burns, and one of head- and stab-wounds. ‘Most of the bodies were unrecognizably scorched, with shin-bones and skulls showing through their skin.’ Judge Page warned that ‘the deeds of Hlengwa (and the others) had sown a crop of hatred amongst parents, friends and relatives, the fruits of which were probably still to come’. (Quoted in Jeffery, 1997, pp. 162-163)

Those ‘fruits’ were to come five years later in the second incident, of which the following is a newspaper report:

2. At the ambush corner at KwaShange on 10 February 1991:
Two buses returning from the (IFP/ANC political peace talks) meeting were ambushed in KwaShange (near Pietermaritzburg). Some 18 IFP supporters were killed and 11 were injured. A survivor of the ambush, Mr. Solomon Madlala, said that 'all hell broke loose when a mob of people shattered the windows of his bus with stones and bullets' as it approached a curve in the dirt track that led through the ANC -controlled village of KwaShange.  Mr Madlala jumped through one of the open windows. ‘But there was nowhere to run,’ he said, ‘because we were surrounded.’ With stick and cowhide-shield he forced his way into the long grass at the road's edge and then made for a thicket of bushes. He was shot at as he went. ‘Then came his greatest horror’, as he heard the buses leaving the area. ‘He was not the only one left behind, however. Encroaching darkness and fear of revealing himself prevented Mr Madlala from seeing anything but he could hear screaming and shouting and he realized that people were being slaughtered. Indeed, before the night was out no fewer than 18 men, most of those who had been stranded when their buses took off had been systematically hacked or shot to death. Their bodies were found next day. They were spread out within a one​ kilometre radius spot, suggesting desperate attempts at escape ... automatic weapons had been used to rake the vehicles and to dispatch those who, frantic to escape the bullets, jumped from buses only to be cornered and slaughtered by an ANC ambush party’. Many of the bodies were stabbed repeatedly and some had their heads crushed or beaten in so they were almost unrecognizable. ‘There was a lot of hatred there', commented one policeman.

It is commonly believed that these two cases of violence were part of the conflict between the culture organisation “Inkatha yeNkululeko yeSizwe” (Iater the political party “Inkatha Freedom Party/IFP”) on the one hand and the protest and resistance movement against apartheid consisting of the “Congress of South African Trade Unions” (Cosatu) and the “United Democratic Front” (UDF) (which were regarded as the internal wing of the then banned “African National Congress/ANC”) on the other hand (see Jeffrey, 1997).
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