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Zym=: Piretly as o peraom who woe borm in Sovithafrica vnder a yery strong yoke
of oppreseiom, whilet I wes s4ill wvery yowng, this sitvation made it's impres—
sion on me. Gemerally I think it was becavse I lost my father whilet I was etill
very yowug, and I was the first borme I sterted renlizing thot theve vos some—

thing vwrong.T rovld cee the gp between ayself and other yovng people of my

aga avovnd me. Of covrss, what covld pozsibly have happened in my joining the
atrvggle, it ies that one of my elder brothers, who was a soldier dering the laast
world war was in the ANC. e was very fond of talking avowt the Lfrican Jatiomal
COMETenA . Peenvue of the death of e fother, my mother otarted vorkios immediately
Hhile T wna still yewng my stoy vas net fived to one place. I waa staying with
my mother in towmg 2t timez, becanvee of difficvlities she wovld toke me to her
place where sie wans born ot Hapomulv place, 0 my grandmotber aud grandifather.
After = certain stege, she took pe, where my fether vma born, in the rvral areas,
“the aver of Wkandls, Zvlvl-nd. Theve I stayed for some time. Bvi cho wovld now
nnd agnin onll me to town amd ao fovrth. This ambivelent sitvation led also to
my being not in a peositien to attend school as I wowld hawe liked to de. In o
potual fact, I dié nct have & chance of attending sczhool. Dut it was very cloaw
to me, thet it wes bacavae nt thet time, my f2ther was mot theve. When I come
to towm, even at a wory early 2me; I wevld then work ag achild, not employed

os o big man, attempting to help sy mother. And I kept om thinking abovt the
other yowng <«ioe, oy wrothers and ecietere, with the hope, that, when I grex wp
I wonld be coble 4c casiat them. It mads a very =trong impreazien en me, that
dvring that time on weekends I wowld go avovnd, cnd it wes then that i weed

to see the velunteers of the ANC, marching and singing freedom somgs. I wovld

go to the eongrese sgusres end halls, where the AHC veed to hold meetinge.iad

I wevld listen. And 41 discovered in the process, that my svffering verlly wme
net » svfferving ripod at me ne an jodividval as svch, for I fovnd big peorle

rnd yovng cnes, trlking nbovt it. Then I met » woman in the arer where I was
working, it waslsepepe , who was in the ANC ané nlesc in the Sovth Afvican
Congress of Trade Uniens (3ACTY), whe them ngked me 4¢ jein the trode wnion.

I then joined the @eneval Werkervs Union. And in SACTU Circles, there were then
diascvesicns on lobovk theovy, discvsaions that immediately took off the weil
that had been covering the whole sitvation to me. I then began to uvnderstaad

the exploitat¥tn 1o the workerc in particeler, in faot thet's whewe I got

my ABC in pelitica. The nrtionnl atrvgrle therefore mode a wvery clear impressicn
to me at the time. I them felt: thiz was the only woy, which covld zolwve oy
problem; which I vndérstood then 28 not my problem alcne buwt as the problem of
the nation. That sitvation which came to me as aresult of the discvesica we
veed $o bove linksd wp with what T vsed te bear doring the time when I wes in
Zvlivlend ot my fathers nleoei the tales mbevt the wors of disposession.



Hhen you arve inside jail, one becomes convinced, that yow see fascism when it ie
nsked. While we =till ovteide, we thought we knew, what the boers were. But v we
hd not.you see them in jail from the time of your arrest umtil yop ere convicted,
yov actually see, what fosciss means in Sovth Africa. To many of vs it hae not
dismentled ovr politicsl cemvictions.lnstead ovr comvictioms were sirengiehed.
It makes vs even more hrrder, it makes wa to be more determined.It makes we nct
to dovbt owr struggle and ovrselves. I nlways feel, that what I hove dome inm our
revolvticn is etill small. There is much that I mpet do. WhetI bawve swffered is
very small cempated to what I expect shead of mes Byt I think with that experiencs
having to know my comrades so closely wnder difficvlt condistions, I alweys see
that in our struggle, we have got men, who cen stend diffiocvities. Who =re the
equale of ovr oppresascr, who is very viclouvs. The Sovthafrican pecple ave a match
to the oppressors I have seen them. They are sirong and tovgh and dedicated,
rendy to die. Neny hove died in the process of tertvres and cther things, in jail;
et they have contribvied & lot.

I often ~wvoid thinking mveh abovt my comrades I left in jail, for I Imow
whot type of life they ore lending theve. I often avoid thinking about my com-
rodes, who nre nrvested in 1975, with whom I wae arreated with and served long
times in jail, »nd when we come owtaid , we continved the siruggle. But vo=
fortenately for them; the enemy arrested them. Some of them bave been given
life impri gomment recently, snd comrade Joseph Mdlvli in particvler wes for—
tvred to death in 19765 ~ man I kmew so guch, I have worked with him bofore the
banning of the ANC. He was in jail, I come owt. Ho wos 2 very stirong man, ready
for snything, vory dedicatod.When I thiok of his fomily, they probebly know that
I am free now. Thoy will nek themselves, whot =m I deing. That is why I think,
what I hove dome vp til now, is n ot yet sufficient. It will only be sufficient,
when we actweally defeat the boers. That is what I can eay.

(ne point is important for me to mention.we as sovihafrican revoluvtionaries,
and in particvlar, when we were in jail, we admired and acknowledged the in-—
teruational support and the campaigne for the release of politicel prisomers
in Sovth Africa, with =11 the support grovpe all over the world. It is good to
have friend everywhere who explain to their people about the svffering of ovr
people in Sovthafrics. We have high regonrds of people who make campnigns for us.
They h~rve contribwied to the internntional dvty of peace. We hope that they will
continwe. We dmow thot they hove comtributed to the struggle of pecples who I howve
now grined their liberatiom.If only the suppert grovps can add vwp and support
ovr strogegle still further. Even if conditions covld be improved in Robben Island
if the main answer has not yet come abovt, the foot remnins, that pecDle are
in jail. And to be awsy from youvr people, to be starved, to ba{.'lnckid. in a soall
cell; is in iteelf a torture. If only the strvggle covld be assisted T==mEEEs
that wovld be highly apprecinted by all of us.



