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“One thing the ‘old’ and ‘new’ South Africa have in common is a passion for inventing history.  History is not seen as a dispassionate inquiry into what happened, but rather as part of political mobilisation promoting some form of collective self-interest.  Not for one second do I pretend to know the ‘whole’ or ‘real’ story of what happened in the old South Africa, or what is happening in the ‘new’.  I know that significant parts of what has been, or is being inventend, are not the way I experienced them.

“This is a personal reflection on a fascinating period in my life which coincided with fundamental shifts in the political life of South Africa.  I was fortunate to be in a position where I knew and had access to persons of influence across the political spectrum.  This is my account of their interaction with each other and mine with them.”
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(Dr Frederik van Zyl Slabbert was – in the apartheid-era – from 1974 to 1986 Member of Parliament in opposition against the Nationalist government.


	His career in opposition politics culminated in 1979 when he became the leader of the opposition.  He resigned from Parliament over the issue of the “Tricameral Parliament” … as the ruling party stumbled towards finally accepting that Nelson Mandela must be released and a democratic South Africa negotiated.  Throughout this period he arranged a number of conferences with the ANC in exile.


	He has been on the board of FirstRand Ltd and the philanthropic OSI New York, and was Chairman of Adcorp (Pty) Ltd, and Caxton and CTP Publishers and Printers Ltd.


	Frederik van Zyl Slabbert died on 14 Mai 2010 at the age of 70.
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